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402 The Old Testament Student. 

there anything more changeful than the findings of the so-called critical school? 
To know the movement you must study each adherent's view, and then you dare 
not let him be lost to sight long. 

It is not, in a strict sense, critical. It fails to apply all the ordinary rules of 
Biblical research. It employs some methods which are in their use uncritical. It 
is rather speculative. Its proneness to preoccupation and preconception is too 
often manifest. In fact it sometimes admits that as yet it is led mainly by hy- 
pothesis and conjecture. There is a prominence given to a certain class of testi- 
mony and a neglect allowed toward certain other lines of investigation into fact 
and authority which cannot be overlooked. As the fruits of the movement we 
have as yet little else than theories. What is yet to come we cannot say. 

So then the name new critical school we cannot but think a case of misnomer. 
The same would be the new critical school, perhaps, if it were new ; or if it were 
actually a school ; or, in truth critical. But it is not new ; it is not a school ; it is 
not distinctively critical. And our tongue stumbles when we attempt to call it 
the new critical school. But these men are friends of ours, not enemies. They 
themselves would probably decline to be called by a presumptuous title. They 
would prefer to be known as seekers after the truth. As such we gladly acknowl- 
edge the larger part of them ; and we might count ourselves happy if more of us 
could wield the pen as gracefully as they. Whatever the design and with what- 
ever strength of intellect the test is applied, we may believe that in the end God's 
word will be more largely honored, and his truths more clearly brought to light. 

J. W. Weddell. 



Difficulties in the New Critical Views. — Accepting the rationalistic hypothesis 
of the New Criticism, Israel was either a religious development, an evolution ; or 
it was a religious decadence, a failure. 

If it was a development, up from low beginnings ; then Moses is one difficulty. 
We cannot account for him. 

If it was a national declension and failure ; then what -shall we do with Christ 
and his words? 

Again. If the law was not of Moses, then it was one of three things : it was a 
later revelation sent of God to Israel, or it was a forgery of the priests invented 
and passed upon the tribes, or it was a new religious code framed and adopted by 
the people. 

But the first we dare not believe it to have been, for that we cannot find in Holy 
Writ, in soul or in substance, the intimations of a God who would contradict 
himself in such a manner as the supposition would necessitate. 

The second proposition we cannot accept for the simple reason that we do not 
find in Israel the priest who intellectually, if morally, is capable of such a fabrica- 
tion. 

Nor are we able to adopt the third proposition, because we do not discern in the 
records of Israel a people stupid enough to impose upon themselves so grieTOUs 
and gratuitous a burden. 

And yet again, suppose there was no pre-exilic ritual, or at least nothing more 
than a Deuteronomic code, if so much as that. What now shall we do with the 
priests of Israel or even with the Levites? There is undoubtedly some clerical 
succession or other. But why a priest without a priestly office, or how a Levite 
without a Leviticus? 
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And how account for the prophet? Of what was he speaking when he appealed 
to the law? Or indeed was there no prophet before Josiah? 

What, moreover, shall we say of the people? Israel without the law? The na- 
tion had had naught else within itself which was powerful enough to avert disso- 
lution. Or was Israel's continuance a miracle among the nations? Priests, 
prophets, people, — these each and all would seem to demand a Torah for their 
existence. 

Our Bible lies before us. What do we find therein? Covenant, law, gospel ; 
priest, prophet, Messiah. These stand in reciprocal relation. That relationship 
is not counter-destructive. J. W. Weddell. 
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The Third Tolnme. — With the present number the third volume of The Old 
Testament Student is complete. Our readers will pardon us for the feeling 
of satisfaction with which we refer them to the " Table of Contents," and to the 
^'General Index" which accompany this number. The character, variety and 
amount of matter, furnished in the ten numbers, can scarcely be appreciated until 
it is seen classified. We have reason to believe that the Journal is becoming 
more widely known, and more highly regarded. While there has been much to 
discourage those who have had its affairs to administer, there has also been much 
to encourage them. The friends of the Journal are many, but the number is not 
sufficiently large. The Old Testament Student must have five thousand sub- 
scribers. With a less number it cannot accomplish the end for which it was in- 
stituted. With such a constituency its worth will be largely increased. If its 
present subscribers were, each, to procure one additional name, the number desir- 
ed would not be reached, but closely approached. Appeals for help of this kind, 
made in former numbers, have by many been answered. Shall not this one also 
be heeded? 



Summer Hebrew Study. — To the following statements, together with the infer- 
ences deduced from them the attention of readers is invited : 

1. The Institute of Hebrew, this year, conducts three Schools for the study of 
Hebrew. Applications from other localities were received, but declined. These 
Schools are held at prominent centres, Chicago, Chautauqua, and Worcester. The 
receipts from no one of these Schools are expected to pay its expenses. Provision 
for the deficit has been, or will be, made in each case by able and interested lay- 
men. From present indications, it would seem probable that at the three Schools 
there will be enrolled three hundred students. 

2. In the work of instruction, and in the delivery of lectures in these Schools, 
the following named persons will take part: 

INSTRUCTORS. 

Charles B. Brown, Newton Centre, Mass. 

Sylvester Burnham, Hamilton, N. Y. 

James L. Cheney, Ph. D., Newark, O. 

Edward L. Curtis, M. A., Chicago, 111. 



